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Thursday, October 11, 2018 at 8:51:02 AM Bri;sh Summer Time 

Subject: Comments on press regula/on 
Date: Tuesday, 18 September 2018 at 15:13:31 Bri/sh Summer Time 
From: Sue Stapely 
To: PRP Contact 

Thank you for the invitation to comment to inform your consultation. 

As a continuing, albeit rather inactive founder member of the Media Standards 
Trust, the work of which gave rise to Leveson and a lawyer/reputation management 
consultant endeavouring often to protect my corporate and private clients from 
media intrusion, I continue to observe the activities of the media and its regulation 
with interest. I am also in regular contact with Impress and know several members 
of both boards. I sense the latter organisation is regarded by most as a joke since it 
only appears to have in membership a few very minor publications and simply 
provides a platform for its Chief Executive to expound his entirely sensible views, 
largely unreported. 

In a nutshell, since Leveson has not been fully implemented and key publications 
have declined to join an appropriate organisation, citing the dubious benefits of self 
regulation, I think very little has changed and that both organisations are entirely 
unable to fulfil any useful role. My clients continue regularly to receive entirely 
unwarranted and unsolicited media attention, fall victim to misreporting, stories are 
leaked by police officers and others who should be secure and subject to discipline 
and my work remains largely unaffected by the work of Lord Leveson, tshe creation 
of allegedly regulatory bodies and the worthy pronouncements of many others 
involved with this issue. 

It is extremely disappointing, particularly as on line media exposure is 
instantaneous, still seems virtually impossible to control let alone regulate and can 
trash reputations disastrously in seconds in ways from which the victim can never 
recover or receive remedy. 

I think both organisations should be dismantled until such a time that the ineptness 
surrounding Brexit and its all-consuming focus have ceased, whereupon matters of 
considerable importance which have been neglected for far too long, including 
meaningful, important press regulation should be addressed once more. 

Sue Stapely
(Solicitor, Board Member of the Media Standards and reputation management
consultant) 
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