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Press Recognition Panel 
Mappin House 

4 Winsley Street 
London W1W 8HF 

Gill Phillips 
Director of Editorial Legal Services 
Guardian News & Media 

Send by email 

16 October 2018 

Dear Ms Phillips, 

Thank you for your letter to David Wolfe, dated 8 October 2018, which the Press 
Recognition Panel’s (PRP) Board will consider in due course. 

I cannot pre-empt any decisions that the Board may choose to make, however the 
PRP does not plan to assess Guardian News and Media’s (GNM) compliance with 
the criteria listed in Schedule 3 of our Royal Charter, nor could we. The criteria apply 
to press regulators and an assessment can only be undertaken following an 
application for recognition from such a body. 

The Board has noted (and published on our website) comments made by 
stakeholders over the last four years about the recognition system and we welcome 
the information that you have shared with us, which we will review and report by 
reference to areas identified as important in our Charter. For example, I envisage 
that the Board will wish to report on any system of complaints or arbitration that GNM 
operates. 

Section 41 of the Crime and Courts Act 2013 provides a definition of ‘relevant 
publishers’ and the Charter requires the PRP to take a view on which are ‘significant 
relevant publishers’ when we report. The Board did this when it identified a small 
sample of organisations to review as part of its 2018 report on the recognition 
system. Clarification of these definitions, however, is a matter for the courts. 

When the Board comes to consider this matter, I envisage that they would be 
assisted if you could provide further information on the basis of your concern 
regarding Article 10. Can you please provide this? 

Yours sincerely, 

Susie Uppal 

Chief Executive 

Press Recognition Panel 
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