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Dear Secretary of State,
I am the Chair of the Press Recognition Panel (PRP), the body created by Royal
Charter following the Leveson Inquiry into the culture, practices and ethics of the
press, in the light of alleged criminal activity including phone hacking.
A key recommendation of the Leveson Inquiry was the creation of a ‘genuinely
independent and effective system of self-regulation’. The new system was debated
in Parliament and it received cross-party agreement.
The PRP is entirely independent of politicians, Parliament, the press or any other
such interest. The Charter lists 29 criteria for press regulators which, if met, ensure
they are independent, properly funded and able to protect the public. Our role is to
assess regulators against all 29 criteria.
The Charter also requires the PRP to report on the extent to which the new system
of press regulation has succeeded in its aims. In November 2017, we published our
second annual report on the recognition system – please find a copy enclosed. The
report is informed by the views and perspectives of a wide range of people who have
an interest in our work.
A key finding of the report is that the new system of regulation devised by Parliament
following the full consideration of all relevant matters and views through the Leveson
Inquiry has not been given an opportunity to operate. Section 40 of the Crime and
Courts Act has not been commenced, and this means that the public protections
recommended by Leveson are not being provided.

Our report also concludes that there continues to be political involvement in press
regulation, which is something that everyone agrees should not happen;
commencement of section 40 would bring that to an end.
We also invite stakeholders to share their views with us, and we would like to extend
the same opportunity to you. Decisions made by the PRP Board are entirely
independent, however they are informed by the perspectives of others.
If you would be happy to meet in person, then our teams can liaise to identify a
suitable date. We generally hold our meetings with stakeholders in private but an
agreed note of the discussion is published on our website afterwards.
I look forward to hearing from you.
Yours sincerely,

David Wolfe QC
Chair of the Press Recognition Panel

