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For the attn. of Dr David Wolfe QC, Chairman, Press Recognition Panel
Cc: Ms Susie Uppal, Chief Executive, Press Recognition Panel
 
Dear Dr Wolfe,
You are no doubt aware that over the last few days there has been extensive coverage in the national and regional media of the
impending PRP decision on the recognition of IMPRESS, and the deeply worrying consequences for freedom of expression,
particularly if Section 40 of the Crime and Courts Act is also implemented.
 
We would be very grateful if you would bring the following file of articles to the attention of the PRP Board so they are aware of the
grave concern with which our industry views the decision they are about to make.
 
Yours sincerely,
Lynne Anderson
News Media Association
 
 
Wednesday: Daily Telegraph leader
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/2016/10/19/this-threat-to-press-freedom-should-be-abandoned/
 
Libel costs change would be ‘final nail’ in local press coffin, editor warns May
http://www.holdthefrontpage.co.uk/2016/news/mays-local-paper-warns-s40-would-be-final-nail-in-regional-press-coffin/  
 
Thursday: The Times leader
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/not-impressed-srf2bdrsj?shareToken=d616672357ea10618229337101215c81
 
Attempts to force editors to join state-backed regulator attack the freedom of the press, The i
https://inews.co.uk/opinion/attempts-force-editors-join-state-backed-regulator-attack-freedom-press/
 
Friday: Mail leader; Mail feature on Wilfrid Vernor-Miles, Max Mosley and the independence of the IPRT
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3857502/The-disturbing-links-anti-Semitic-sect-S-M-orgy-sinister-bid-muzzle-press.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/article-3857836/DAILY-MAIL-COMMENT-Freedom-not-bend-blackmail.html
 
Mark Wallace article on Conservative Home
http://www.conservativehome.com/thetorydiary/2016/10/the-culture-secretary-should-not-give-opponents-of-the-free-press-a-
stick-with-which-to-beat-the-media.html
 
Saturday: Matthew Parris in The Times
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/comment/mays-state-controls-will-destroy-the-press-37p3pk7mm   
 
Sunday: Peter Preston in the Observer
https://www.theguardian.com/media/2016/oct/23/philip-green-could-sue-non-impress-paper-even-if-lost-knighthood
 
Sunday Times leader: http://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/comment/say-no-to-state-regulation-of-the-press-pzbjjccw0
 
Monday: Sun leader
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/2035429/uk-newspapers-may-be-forced-to-sign-up-to-state-backed-regulator-which-could-see-
publishers-paying-court-fees-of-cases-they-win/
 
A stark warning on press regulation, Ray Snoddy, Mediatel
http://mediatel.co.uk/newsline/2016/10/19/a-stark-warning-on-press-regulation/  
 
Journalists face 'serious threat' which could 'ruin newspapers' says new SoE President
https://www.societyofeditors.org/soe-news/18-october-2016/journalists-face-serious-threat-which-could-ruin-newspapers-says-
new-soe-president  
 
Press on and scrap this terrible legislation, The Herald, Scotland:
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/14812046.Press_on_and_scrap_this_terrible_legislation/?ref=twtrec
 
‘Libel costs change is government-sponsored blackmail’ says ex-editor
http://www.holdthefrontpage.co.uk/2016/news/libel-costs-change-is-government-sponsored-blackmail-says-ex-editor/

mailto:suppal@pressrecognitionpanel.org.uk
mailto:applications@pressrecognitionpanel.org.uk
mailto:pnezandonyi@pressrecognitionpanel.org.uk
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/2016/10/19/this-threat-to-press-freedom-should-be-abandoned/
http://www.holdthefrontpage.co.uk/2016/news/mays-local-paper-warns-s40-would-be-final-nail-in-regional-press-coffin/
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/not-impressed-srf2bdrsj?shareToken=d616672357ea10618229337101215c81
https://inews.co.uk/opinion/attempts-force-editors-join-state-backed-regulator-attack-freedom-press/
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3857502/The-disturbing-links-anti-Semitic-sect-S-M-orgy-sinister-bid-muzzle-press.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/article-3857836/DAILY-MAIL-COMMENT-Freedom-not-bend-blackmail.html
http://www.conservativehome.com/thetorydiary/2016/10/the-culture-secretary-should-not-give-opponents-of-the-free-press-a-stick-with-which-to-beat-the-media.html
http://www.conservativehome.com/thetorydiary/2016/10/the-culture-secretary-should-not-give-opponents-of-the-free-press-a-stick-with-which-to-beat-the-media.html
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/comment/mays-state-controls-will-destroy-the-press-37p3pk7mm
https://www.theguardian.com/media/2016/oct/23/philip-green-could-sue-non-impress-paper-even-if-lost-knighthood
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/comment/say-no-to-state-regulation-of-the-press-pzbjjccw0
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/2035429/uk-newspapers-may-be-forced-to-sign-up-to-state-backed-regulator-which-could-see-publishers-paying-court-fees-of-cases-they-win/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/2035429/uk-newspapers-may-be-forced-to-sign-up-to-state-backed-regulator-which-could-see-publishers-paying-court-fees-of-cases-they-win/
http://mediatel.co.uk/newsline/2016/10/19/a-stark-warning-on-press-regulation/
https://www.societyofeditors.org/soe-news/18-october-2016/journalists-face-serious-threat-which-could-ruin-newspapers-says-new-soe-president
https://www.societyofeditors.org/soe-news/18-october-2016/journalists-face-serious-threat-which-could-ruin-newspapers-says-new-soe-president
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/14812046.Press_on_and_scrap_this_terrible_legislation/?ref=twtrec
http://www.holdthefrontpage.co.uk/2016/news/libel-costs-change-is-government-sponsored-blackmail-says-ex-editor/
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The politics of Leveson


Labour deputy leader MP 
Tom Watson has led a 
crusade to ensure the 
recommendations of  the 
Leveson inquiry are not 
ignored by the 
government. 


He headed the Culture 
and Media Select 
Committee, whose probe 
into phone hacking led to 
the setting up of  the 
Leveson Inquiry. 


There have also been a 
number of  campaign 
groups set up, including 
Hacked Off, which was set 
up by victims of  press 
abuse, including actor 


Hugh Grant, and has been 
vocal in its support of  
independent press 
regulation underpinned 
by legislation.


The decision to set up 
the charter and imple-
ment the recommenda-
tions of  the Leveson 
report was agreed across 
political lines, and powers 
to impose big fines for 
those who do not sign up 
to the Royal Charter have 
already been brought in.


But in November last 
year, the then culture 
secretary John 
Whittingdale announced 


that he was not convinced 
that the time was right 
for him to trigger the 
Leveson costs sanctions, 
with particular reference 
to the damaging implica-
tions for the local press 
amid concerns about the 
impact on local media. 


But there is now a new 
culture secretary, Karen 
Bradley, who is consider-
ing whether to bring the 
costs provisions into 
force. She is meeting all 
sectors interested in the 
Leveson review, including 
Hacked Off  and 
IMPRESS. 


We want to have a 
free press and we want 
to make sure that we 
have a strong and 
vibrant local press


Karen Bradley,  
Culture secretary


The key decision that could be so 


Warnings of  the chilling effect on 
newspapers’ ability to hold the 
powerful to account have been issued 
as the prime minister’s new top team 
decide whether to proceed with a rule 
which could leave publishers paying 
the legal fees of  disgruntled public 
figures – whether they have a valid 
claim or not.


Ministers are considering whether 
to approve a rule change which could 
force newspapers such as the Eastern 
Daily Press to foot their own legal bill 
and the legal bill of  the person who 
has brought the case in a privacy or 
libel case – whether they win or lose.


In the wake of  the phone hacking 
scandal, politicians from all the main 
political parties agreed to set up a 
new regulator backed by a Royal 
Charter, despite fears over political 
interference and the impact it would 
have on the freedom of  the press. The 
majority of  the industry has opted to 
join an independent regulator – IPSO 
– which will not be approved by the 
Royal Charter.


New cost sanctions were written 
into the Crime and Courts Act 2013 in 
a bid to encourage the newspaper 
industry to sign up to a cross-party 
created regulator. Publishers which 
are part of  the approved regulator 
would be offered protection from the 
liabilities. 


But the rules have not yet 
commenced. Senior Labour Party 
figures are urging the government to 
push ahead with the move, which 
they say was a cross-party 
agreement. 


A former shadow culture minister 
Chris Bryant, who was a victim of  
phone hacking, said victims were 
desperate for the government to 
stand by the promises they made to 
them in the aftermath of  a report by 
Lord Justice Leveson, who recom-
mended an independent regulator 
underpinned by legislation. 


Former culture secretary John 
Whittingdale, who was sacked by new 


The shake-up of press regulation in the aftermath 
of the phone hacking scandal could have chilling 
consequences for regional and local papers. 
Political editor ANNABELLE DICKSON reports


prime minister Theresa May in the 
summer, deferred commencing the 
order amid concerns about the effect 
it might have on the local press, if  
forced to pay both sides’ costs for 
winning court cases, vindicating its 
journalism.


Lynne Anderson, News Media 
Association deputy chief  executive, 
said: “Forcing newspapers to pay the 
legal costs of  an unsuccessful claim-
ant in a libel or privacy action is not 
consistent with the principles of  a 
healthy democracy. Local newspaper 
publishers in particular would be put 
at risk of  crippling legal costs for 
vindication of  their titles’ lawful and 
responsible reporting. 


“If  the costs sanctions were 
brought in, local newspapers would 
become vulnerable to threats and 
weak claims from claimants and 
their lawyers, with an inevitable chill 
on reporting and the ability to hold 
power to account. This would be 
damaging for journalism, the news-
paper sector as an industry, and 
democracy.”


Mr Whittingdale has said that 
while there is a case for saying, if  
there is a recognised regulator, that 
its members will be given the protec-
tion afforded under the Leveson 
recommendations, but added that to 
impose the cost penalties would 
simply result in the loss of  yet more 
newspapers.


New culture secretary Karen 
Bradley recently spoke about the 
issue when it was raised in the House 


of  Commons, telling MPs she was 
taking her time to listen to all sides 
on the matter.


She said she wanted to hear from 
victims of  press abuse and make sure 
she made the decision in the right 
way. 


But she appears to be sympathetic 
to the concerns about the potential 
costs that newspapers could face, 
describing it as a dilemma.


“We want to have a free press, and 
we want to make sure that we have a 
strong and vibrant local press. I know 
from my own local titles just how 
important they are to people. They 
read the Leek Post and Times, the 
Biddulph Chronicle and The 
Sentinel, and they want to have such 
a strong local press.”


The Crime and Courts Act also 
made newspapers and publishers 
which are not recognised by the 
Royal Charter liable for exemplary 
damages, something which has 
already been triggered. 


Industry leaders claim publishers 
could become vulnerable to threats  
from claimants and their lawyers, 
emboldened to pursue weak claims 
for high fees, since such claimants 
will not have to risk or bear the usual 
legal costs of  failure. 


If  the costs sanctions are brought 
into force, legal challenge would 
entail long and costly appeals, ulti-
mately to the European Court of  
Human Rights, without guarantee of  
any change to the law.


Lord Justice Leveson said in his 
report that the contribution of  
regional papers to local life was truly 
without parallel. 


He said: “Although accuracy and 
similar complaints are made against 
local newspapers, the criticisms of  
culture, practices and ethics of  the 
press that have been raised in this 
inquiry do not affect them: on the 
contrary, they have been much 
praised. The problem surrounding 
their preservation is not within the 
terms of  reference of  the inquiry but 
I am very conscious of  the need to be 
mindful of  their position as I 
consider the wider picture.”


He warned that the regulatory 
model should not provide an added 
burden to the regional and local 
press.


 � What do you think of the plans? 
Email edpletters@archant.co.uk


 � Culture secretary Karen Bradley arrives in Downing Street, London, for the first 
cabinet meeting of the new government in July.  Picture: PA


 � Lord Justice Leveson 
with the Report from the 
Inquiry into the Culture, 
Practices and Ethics of the 
Press.  Picture: PA


 � Former culture secretary John 
Whittingdale.  Picture: PA
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Effectively, newspapers such 
as the Eastern Daily Press 
could be forced to pay legal 
costs if  someone brings a 
libel or a privacy action in 
court, whether they win or 
lose. 


The last-minute change to 
the Crime and Courts Act 
2013, which the government 
has not yet decided to bring 
into force, was designed to 
provide an incentive to 
newspaper publishers to join 
a regulator which is recog-
nised by the Press 
Recognition Panel, under-
pinned by the Royal Charter.


Publishers could avoid 
being liable for complainants’ 
costs if  they become members 
of  a recognised regulator, and 
make use of  any arbitration 
scheme provided by the 
regulator. 


There are two triggers set 
out in the 2013 Act. The 
culture secretary has to make 
a commencement order to 
bring the relevant sections of  
the Crime and Courts Act 
2013 into force and a body 
has to be approved as a 
regulator in accordance with 
the Royal Charter. MPs or 
peers who oppose any further 
delay in the implementation 
of  the costs sanctions could 
also take legislative action.


The Independent Press 
Standards Organisation 
(IPSO), which was set up to 
maintain the freedom of  the 
press, is the independent 
regulator for much of  the 
newspaper and magazine 
industry in the UK. It will not 
apply for recognition under 
the Royal Charter. 


What the act will mean


The background to press regulation changes


The face of  murdered schoolgirl 
Milly Dowler became synony-
mous with the phone hacking 
scandal which sent shockwaves 
across Westminster and the 
media industry.  


It prompted the closure of  the 
News of  the World, saw high- 
profile criminal trials take 
place and former journalists 
serve time in prison. 


The government set up the 
Leveson Inquiry in 2011 and the 
previous regulator, the Press 
Complaints Commission, closed 
in March 2012. 


After many hours of  evidence 
from victims of  phone hacking 
and media bosses, in November 
2012 Lord Justice Leveson 
published his report  
recommending the continuation 
of  self-regulation of  the  
press, but with a new  
regulatory body, underpinned 
by legislation. 


Campaigners, including Gerry 


McCann, the father of  missing 
toddler Madeline McCann, and 
Christopher Jeffries, the retired 
teacher presumed guilty of  
murder in Bristol and later 
found to be innocent, launched 
a petition calling for Lord 
Leveson’s recommendations to 
be fulfilled.


In March 2013, the govern-
ment decided to set up a new 
system of  self-regulation 
established by a Royal Charter.


Many in the newspaper 
industry opposed this, claiming 
it was “written by politicians, 
imposed by politicians and 
controlled by politicians” and in 
October 2013 submitted a rival 
charter which was rejected by 
the Privy Council and a  
cross-party Royal Charter was 
approved instead. 


Newspaper groups set up 
their own regulator, the 
Independent Press Standards 
Organisation.


 � Right, Bob and Sally Dowler arrive to give 
evidence to the Leveson Inquiry five years 
ago concerning allegations the phone 
belonging to their missing daughter Milly, 
above, was hacked.  Pictures: PA
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Oriental Highlights
from our Fine Sales


Palmers Lane, Aylsham NR11 6JA


01263 733195 salerooms@keysauctions.co.uk


Our specialist is available to discuss any potential entries for the next Fine Sale on November 22nd, 23rd & 24th 2016


Finely cast Chinese bronze twin-handled censer of deep Bombe form, probably late Ming 
Sold for £1500


Japanese cloisonné enamel charger of very fine quality, Meiji period circa 1900 
Sold for £3400


A pair of large and impressive Chinese blue & white porcelain jardinières, well painted in under glazed blue with extensive panels of dragons & clouds Sold for £27,500


A fine quality Japanese 
multi-patinated 


bronze of a Goshawk 
on original rootwood 
stand Sold for £4100


Large & finely carved Chinese jade belt hook Sold for £680
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 � Full story – Page Six


A new chapter begins today at one of  Norfolk’s biggest companies, after a deal was struck to sell Bernard Matthews.
The sale of  the company to 2 Sisters Food Group, owned by Ranjit Boparan, the entrepreneur 


known as the ‘Chicken King’, comes with assurances for the security of  the 2,000 jobs at the 


Great Witchingham-based firm.A statement released by Boparan Private Office said: “We are pleased to announce that agreement has been reached in the sale of  Bernard Matthews business and 2,000 jobs have been 


secured.’’ Former owner Rutland Partners said it was pleased the business had been acquired by Ranjit Boparan and “all the jobs have been preserved’’.


NEW ERA AT
BERNARD
MATTHEWS


Sale of turkey giant safeguards 2,000 jobs in region


Mark Shields
Business editor
mark.shields@archant.co.uk


5 pages of 
coverage 


– see Sport
Pictures: Paul Chesterton/Focus Images Ltd


Cup delight 
for Canaries


Region’s 
firms at 
major 
boat show 
12-page 
Business 
pull-out


Eastern Daily Press


In association with


BusinessThe best business news from your regional business team


www.EDP24.co.uk/business


Wednesday, 


A growing franchise based in Norwich has revealed ambitions to become “the Subway of  the account-ancy profession”, as it bets on small business to double its UK presence.TaxAssist Accountants has more than 200 franchises across the coun-try, but wants to put a branch on every street corner, following the lead of  the ubiquitous international sand-wich chain.
The accountancy franchise has already taken its first steps in Australia, with Canada and the United States the next targets – expansion with could mean dozens of  new jobs at TaxAssist’s Broadland Business Park headquarters.The company, which was founded 21 years ago, says it pitches itself  at small businesses overlooked by other firms, but with the shared new 


technologies and marketing power which its franchise model affords it.That “one-stop shop” approach has generated a network of  more than 62,000 clients, which are served by its 206 franchises and backed up by the 41-strong support centre in Norwich – but now the group is targeting further growth.Group chief  executive Karl Sandall, pictured, said: “Our aim is to be the Subway of  the accountancy profession. We want one on every corner of  every street.”TaxAssist is looking to small busi-ness to fuel that growth, both at home and abroad, but aims to continue its current growth rate of  between 10 and 20 new fran-chises a year.Sarah Robertson, group operations director, said: “More than 90% of  businesses are small businesses and they are not well looked after by traditional accountancy groups. It’s the same wher-ever we’ve looked around the world.” 


The company has added 24 franchises in Ireland since 2009, while the Australian operation now includes four company-owned branches in Queensland and New South Wales, with three franchisees trading in Sydney.  TaxAssist is targeting 40 to 50 franchises Down Under within five years, with a similar target in Canada, in the hope it will ease its entry into the US market. “The potential there is enormous,” said Mr Sandall. “With 350m people, there is room for so many fran-chisees, and no one is offering what we are.”
With an ownership model in which franchisees and the management team each own 40% , with the remain-ing 20% held by long-term partners, TaxAssist believes it can avoid being pressured to grow too fast.TaxAssist last year recorded income of  £33.65m – an increase of  £3.65m or 13% more than in 2014 – and a figure which saw it ranked 21st in a Top50 survey published by AccountancyAge, a rise of  three places on the year before.


Franchise hopes for global growthMark Shields
Business editormark.shields@archant.co.uk


Stage is set for  region’s best  employers
Page 2


 � Delegates at the Best 
Employers Eastern Region seminar in January 2016


PAGE 3


Northern vis
for waste exp
PAGE 2


Boat firms in 
buoyant mood


350 tickets for 
Newmarket 
Ladies Day 
to give away
Page 34


I’m not ready to die – battling Jane in desperate fight over cancer drug  – Page 5


 See Page 19
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Who will 
be NCFC’s 
next shirt 
sponsor?


Page 4


Why Norfolk is 
leading the way for 
driverless  
cars 


Page 14


 � Turn to Page Four


Donations amounting to hundreds of  thousands of  pounds towards a new mental health fund have left its founder “amazed and humbled”, just two months after it launched. Graham Tuttle, chief  executive of  Norfolk Community Foundation, today hailed the response of  the county’s community to the foundation’s bid to raise £500,000.
Since being launched in April the 


fund, supported by this newspaper as part of  our Mental Health Watch campaign, currently stands at £330,000.This money, along with the final £170,000 which the foundation hopes to raise, will be made available to  


Nicholas Carding
nicholas.carding@archant.co.uk


The last trip together
� CCTV footage of final time Weybread couple were seen in public� Hopes fading of finding Sylvia alivePage 5


 � CCTV images released by Suffolk police of Sylvia and Peter Stuart at Goodies Farm Shop 
in Pulham Market on the morning of Sunday, May 29. 


AMAZING!
Mental health fund appeal stands at £330,000 just two months after launch


Two great 
pull-outs 16-page 


Euro 2016 
Pink Un


The region’s 
best business 
coverage


Eastern Daily Press


The best business news from your regional business team
In association with


Business
www.EDP24.co.uk/business


Norfolk and North
Suffolk’s Commercial


Property Experts
arnoldskeys.com  


fi


PAGE 11


The firm with a 
spring in its step
PAGE 3


Wednesday  
June 8, 2016


>> Your special 16-page guide to all the sport that matters - local and international


Pink Un
The


Eastern Daily Press Wednesday, June 8, 2016


 � Daniel Sturridge enjoying a training session at the 
England camp in  Chantilly. Photo: PA


Sturridge:
It’s smiles
better for


Will Norwich
City feel a 
side-effect 
from their 
Euros stars? 
– Page 6
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DUNSTON 
HALL 


WEDDING 
SHOW 
THIS 


SUNDAY!


BEST  PRICES  IN  NORFOLK GUAR A NTEED


½
Carpets


Price½
Carpets


Price


• OPEN 7 DAYS
A WEEK


• AMPLE FREE
PARKING


• LARGEST RANGE
IN EAST ANGLIA


226-236 Sprowston Road, Norwich, Norfolk


Telephone 01603 488082


See more ranges on www.dovetail-furniture.co.uk


DOVETAIL
Norwich’s Home


Furnishing Superstore


Dovetail Twist


40oz, 80% wool, 20% nylon


twist pile carpet. Choice of colours


Was £49.95sqm Now £24.95sqm


Fully fitted with Duralay underlay


Example room 3.66m (12’) x 4.00m (13’)


Was £730 Now£365
AND REMEMBER


� We can also uplift and dispose old carpets


� Move furniture


� Home Selection Service


� We can even have doors cut!


HANDS OFFHANDS OFF 
YOUR 
MOBILE


More than 6,000 drivers in our region have been caught 


using their phones at the wheel since January last year. 


It’s a practice that can have deadly consequences. 


Today The EDP pledges to name and shame as many of 


those caught by our police forces as possible 


CAMPAIGN LAUNCH – p6-7          COMMENT – p32 www.EDP24.co.uk


New twist in Bernard 


Matthews sale saga – p5


Amazing 
collection 
of transport 
treasures 
up for sale 
– p2-3


An Eastern Daily Press and                      publication


SAVE 
THE 


DATE
Wedding 


shows to 
inspire


Norfolk 
brides 


share their 
stories


eddingWYOUR 


AUTUMN 2016 GUIDE


Tern: Celebrating 90 years of 
Norfolk Wildlife Trust – pull-out Your Wedding Guide  


24 pages of inspiration
Tern


Autumn 2016


www.norfolkwildlifetrust.org.uk


“Holme Dunes has been recognised


for many years for its botanical and


ornithological interest and it forms 


a beautiful and unspoilt part of 


the coastline.” 


(Norfolk Naturalists Trust, 1965)


“I want to keep it special, a place 


of refuge to which I retreat when 


I really need it, perhaps the most 


special place in my heart and mind. 


I know it is safe too, cared for by


people who cherish it like I do.”


Patrick Barkham on NWT Holme Dunes


Where it all began… 


Tuesday, April 5, 2016


www.edp24.co.uk
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DREAM 
DOORS


  NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS


  01603 505595


�
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Page 4


More than 100 new homes 


on way for west Norfolk… 


with more to follow


Motorcyclist killed in crash 


on the A47 


New fund launched today in bid to increase support in region


REACH OUT 
FOR MENTAL 
HEALTH


Simon Barnes on the power of  East 


Anglia’s stunning big skies – See Page 14


Lucky 
escape  
for Fens 
motorist
Full story, 
Page 4 


New fund launched today in bid to increase support in region


 � Full story, Pages 6 & 7


Could you spare a few pounds to 


help someone who is suffering?


That’s the question being asked 


today as the EDP’s Mental Health 


Watch campaign is stepped up 


with the launch of  a new fund 


aimed at increasing support in 


the region. We have teamed up 


with the Norfolk Community 


Foundation to urge individuals 


and businesses to contribute to 


the mental health and wellbeing 


fund, from which community 


groups and charities can apply 


for support to run much-needed 


services and activities. 


The foundation has pledged to 


match every £2 donated with an 


extra £1 and it is hoped that up to 


£500,000 can be pumped into serv-


ices in the region. The fund will 


only be open for applications 


from groups within the voluntary 


and community sector, with the 


aim being they compliment exist-


ing NHS services.


Nicholas Carding
nicholas.carding@archant.co.uk







 
The key decision that could prove so costly for freedom of the Press, Bradford Telegraph & Argus
http://www.thetelegraphandargus.co.uk/news/14814995.The_key_decision_that_could_prove_so_costly_for_freedom_of_the_Press/
 
EDITOR'S COMMENT: Rule change would crush Press freedom, Bradford Telegraph & Argus
http://www.thetelegraphandargus.co.uk/news/14816303.EDITOR_S_COMMENT__Rule_change_would_crush_Press_freedom/?
ref=mac
 
Eastern Daily Press article attached
 

http://www.thetelegraphandargus.co.uk/news/14814995.The_key_decision_that_could_prove_so_costly_for_freedom_of_the_Press/
http://www.thetelegraphandargus.co.uk/news/14816303.EDITOR_S_COMMENT__Rule_change_would_crush_Press_freedom/?ref=mac
http://www.thetelegraphandargus.co.uk/news/14816303.EDITOR_S_COMMENT__Rule_change_would_crush_Press_freedom/?ref=mac
http://www.newsmediauk.org/
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The politics of Leveson

Labour deputy leader MP 
Tom Watson has led a 
crusade to ensure the 
recommendations of  the 
Leveson inquiry are not 
ignored by the 
government. 

He headed the Culture 
and Media Select 
Committee, whose probe 
into phone hacking led to 
the setting up of  the 
Leveson Inquiry. 

There have also been a 
number of  campaign 
groups set up, including 
Hacked Off, which was set 
up by victims of  press 
abuse, including actor 

Hugh Grant, and has been 
vocal in its support of  
independent press 
regulation underpinned 
by legislation.

The decision to set up 
the charter and imple-
ment the recommenda-
tions of  the Leveson 
report was agreed across 
political lines, and powers 
to impose big fines for 
those who do not sign up 
to the Royal Charter have 
already been brought in.

But in November last 
year, the then culture 
secretary John 
Whittingdale announced 

that he was not convinced 
that the time was right 
for him to trigger the 
Leveson costs sanctions, 
with particular reference 
to the damaging implica-
tions for the local press 
amid concerns about the 
impact on local media. 

But there is now a new 
culture secretary, Karen 
Bradley, who is consider-
ing whether to bring the 
costs provisions into 
force. She is meeting all 
sectors interested in the 
Leveson review, including 
Hacked Off  and 
IMPRESS. 

We want to have a 
free press and we want 
to make sure that we 
have a strong and 
vibrant local press

Karen Bradley,  
Culture secretary

The key decision that could be so 

Warnings of  the chilling effect on 
newspapers’ ability to hold the 
powerful to account have been issued 
as the prime minister’s new top team 
decide whether to proceed with a rule 
which could leave publishers paying 
the legal fees of  disgruntled public 
figures – whether they have a valid 
claim or not.

Ministers are considering whether 
to approve a rule change which could 
force newspapers such as the Eastern 
Daily Press to foot their own legal bill 
and the legal bill of  the person who 
has brought the case in a privacy or 
libel case – whether they win or lose.

In the wake of  the phone hacking 
scandal, politicians from all the main 
political parties agreed to set up a 
new regulator backed by a Royal 
Charter, despite fears over political 
interference and the impact it would 
have on the freedom of  the press. The 
majority of  the industry has opted to 
join an independent regulator – IPSO 
– which will not be approved by the 
Royal Charter.

New cost sanctions were written 
into the Crime and Courts Act 2013 in 
a bid to encourage the newspaper 
industry to sign up to a cross-party 
created regulator. Publishers which 
are part of  the approved regulator 
would be offered protection from the 
liabilities. 

But the rules have not yet 
commenced. Senior Labour Party 
figures are urging the government to 
push ahead with the move, which 
they say was a cross-party 
agreement. 

A former shadow culture minister 
Chris Bryant, who was a victim of  
phone hacking, said victims were 
desperate for the government to 
stand by the promises they made to 
them in the aftermath of  a report by 
Lord Justice Leveson, who recom-
mended an independent regulator 
underpinned by legislation. 

Former culture secretary John 
Whittingdale, who was sacked by new 

The shake-up of press regulation in the aftermath 
of the phone hacking scandal could have chilling 
consequences for regional and local papers. 
Political editor ANNABELLE DICKSON reports

prime minister Theresa May in the 
summer, deferred commencing the 
order amid concerns about the effect 
it might have on the local press, if  
forced to pay both sides’ costs for 
winning court cases, vindicating its 
journalism.

Lynne Anderson, News Media 
Association deputy chief  executive, 
said: “Forcing newspapers to pay the 
legal costs of  an unsuccessful claim-
ant in a libel or privacy action is not 
consistent with the principles of  a 
healthy democracy. Local newspaper 
publishers in particular would be put 
at risk of  crippling legal costs for 
vindication of  their titles’ lawful and 
responsible reporting. 

“If  the costs sanctions were 
brought in, local newspapers would 
become vulnerable to threats and 
weak claims from claimants and 
their lawyers, with an inevitable chill 
on reporting and the ability to hold 
power to account. This would be 
damaging for journalism, the news-
paper sector as an industry, and 
democracy.”

Mr Whittingdale has said that 
while there is a case for saying, if  
there is a recognised regulator, that 
its members will be given the protec-
tion afforded under the Leveson 
recommendations, but added that to 
impose the cost penalties would 
simply result in the loss of  yet more 
newspapers.

New culture secretary Karen 
Bradley recently spoke about the 
issue when it was raised in the House 

of  Commons, telling MPs she was 
taking her time to listen to all sides 
on the matter.

She said she wanted to hear from 
victims of  press abuse and make sure 
she made the decision in the right 
way. 

But she appears to be sympathetic 
to the concerns about the potential 
costs that newspapers could face, 
describing it as a dilemma.

“We want to have a free press, and 
we want to make sure that we have a 
strong and vibrant local press. I know 
from my own local titles just how 
important they are to people. They 
read the Leek Post and Times, the 
Biddulph Chronicle and The 
Sentinel, and they want to have such 
a strong local press.”

The Crime and Courts Act also 
made newspapers and publishers 
which are not recognised by the 
Royal Charter liable for exemplary 
damages, something which has 
already been triggered. 

Industry leaders claim publishers 
could become vulnerable to threats  
from claimants and their lawyers, 
emboldened to pursue weak claims 
for high fees, since such claimants 
will not have to risk or bear the usual 
legal costs of  failure. 

If  the costs sanctions are brought 
into force, legal challenge would 
entail long and costly appeals, ulti-
mately to the European Court of  
Human Rights, without guarantee of  
any change to the law.

Lord Justice Leveson said in his 
report that the contribution of  
regional papers to local life was truly 
without parallel. 

He said: “Although accuracy and 
similar complaints are made against 
local newspapers, the criticisms of  
culture, practices and ethics of  the 
press that have been raised in this 
inquiry do not affect them: on the 
contrary, they have been much 
praised. The problem surrounding 
their preservation is not within the 
terms of  reference of  the inquiry but 
I am very conscious of  the need to be 
mindful of  their position as I 
consider the wider picture.”

He warned that the regulatory 
model should not provide an added 
burden to the regional and local 
press.

 � What do you think of the plans? 
Email edpletters@archant.co.uk

 � Culture secretary Karen Bradley arrives in Downing Street, London, for the first 
cabinet meeting of the new government in July.  Picture: PA

 � Lord Justice Leveson 
with the Report from the 
Inquiry into the Culture, 
Practices and Ethics of the 
Press.  Picture: PA

 � Former culture secretary John 
Whittingdale.  Picture: PA
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Effectively, newspapers such 
as the Eastern Daily Press 
could be forced to pay legal 
costs if  someone brings a 
libel or a privacy action in 
court, whether they win or 
lose. 

The last-minute change to 
the Crime and Courts Act 
2013, which the government 
has not yet decided to bring 
into force, was designed to 
provide an incentive to 
newspaper publishers to join 
a regulator which is recog-
nised by the Press 
Recognition Panel, under-
pinned by the Royal Charter.

Publishers could avoid 
being liable for complainants’ 
costs if  they become members 
of  a recognised regulator, and 
make use of  any arbitration 
scheme provided by the 
regulator. 

There are two triggers set 
out in the 2013 Act. The 
culture secretary has to make 
a commencement order to 
bring the relevant sections of  
the Crime and Courts Act 
2013 into force and a body 
has to be approved as a 
regulator in accordance with 
the Royal Charter. MPs or 
peers who oppose any further 
delay in the implementation 
of  the costs sanctions could 
also take legislative action.

The Independent Press 
Standards Organisation 
(IPSO), which was set up to 
maintain the freedom of  the 
press, is the independent 
regulator for much of  the 
newspaper and magazine 
industry in the UK. It will not 
apply for recognition under 
the Royal Charter. 

What the act will mean

The background to press regulation changes

The face of  murdered schoolgirl 
Milly Dowler became synony-
mous with the phone hacking 
scandal which sent shockwaves 
across Westminster and the 
media industry.  

It prompted the closure of  the 
News of  the World, saw high- 
profile criminal trials take 
place and former journalists 
serve time in prison. 

The government set up the 
Leveson Inquiry in 2011 and the 
previous regulator, the Press 
Complaints Commission, closed 
in March 2012. 

After many hours of  evidence 
from victims of  phone hacking 
and media bosses, in November 
2012 Lord Justice Leveson 
published his report  
recommending the continuation 
of  self-regulation of  the  
press, but with a new  
regulatory body, underpinned 
by legislation. 

Campaigners, including Gerry 

McCann, the father of  missing 
toddler Madeline McCann, and 
Christopher Jeffries, the retired 
teacher presumed guilty of  
murder in Bristol and later 
found to be innocent, launched 
a petition calling for Lord 
Leveson’s recommendations to 
be fulfilled.

In March 2013, the govern-
ment decided to set up a new 
system of  self-regulation 
established by a Royal Charter.

Many in the newspaper 
industry opposed this, claiming 
it was “written by politicians, 
imposed by politicians and 
controlled by politicians” and in 
October 2013 submitted a rival 
charter which was rejected by 
the Privy Council and a  
cross-party Royal Charter was 
approved instead. 

Newspaper groups set up 
their own regulator, the 
Independent Press Standards 
Organisation.

 � Right, Bob and Sally Dowler arrive to give 
evidence to the Leveson Inquiry five years 
ago concerning allegations the phone 
belonging to their missing daughter Milly, 
above, was hacked.  Pictures: PA
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Oriental Highlights
from our Fine Sales

Palmers Lane, Aylsham NR11 6JA

01263 733195 salerooms@keysauctions.co.uk

Our specialist is available to discuss any potential entries for the next Fine Sale on November 22nd, 23rd & 24th 2016

Finely cast Chinese bronze twin-handled censer of deep Bombe form, probably late Ming 
Sold for £1500

Japanese cloisonné enamel charger of very fine quality, Meiji period circa 1900 
Sold for £3400

A pair of large and impressive Chinese blue & white porcelain jardinières, well painted in under glazed blue with extensive panels of dragons & clouds Sold for £27,500

A fine quality Japanese 
multi-patinated 

bronze of a Goshawk 
on original rootwood 
stand Sold for £4100

Large & finely carved Chinese jade belt hook Sold for £680

UK & WORLD NEWS 8-11LOTTERY RESULTS 8
FUEL VOUCHER 10WEATHER 12

CONTACT US 14 OPINION 26-27
LETTERS 28-29ANNOUNCEMENTS 32

CLASSIFIEDS 45-49SPORT 50-60 www.EDP24.co.uk

 � Full story – Page Six

A new chapter begins today at one of  Norfolk’s biggest companies, after a deal was struck to sell Bernard Matthews.
The sale of  the company to 2 Sisters Food Group, owned by Ranjit Boparan, the entrepreneur 

known as the ‘Chicken King’, comes with assurances for the security of  the 2,000 jobs at the 

Great Witchingham-based firm.A statement released by Boparan Private Office said: “We are pleased to announce that agreement has been reached in the sale of  Bernard Matthews business and 2,000 jobs have been 

secured.’’ Former owner Rutland Partners said it was pleased the business had been acquired by Ranjit Boparan and “all the jobs have been preserved’’.

NEW ERA AT
BERNARD
MATTHEWS

Sale of turkey giant safeguards 2,000 jobs in region

Mark Shields
Business editor
mark.shields@archant.co.uk

5 pages of 
coverage 

– see Sport
Pictures: Paul Chesterton/Focus Images Ltd

Cup delight 
for Canaries

Region’s 
firms at 
major 
boat show 
12-page 
Business 
pull-out

Eastern Daily Press

In association with

BusinessThe best business news from your regional business team

www.EDP24.co.uk/business

Wednesday, 

A growing franchise based in Norwich has revealed ambitions to become “the Subway of  the account-ancy profession”, as it bets on small business to double its UK presence.TaxAssist Accountants has more than 200 franchises across the coun-try, but wants to put a branch on every street corner, following the lead of  the ubiquitous international sand-wich chain.
The accountancy franchise has already taken its first steps in Australia, with Canada and the United States the next targets – expansion with could mean dozens of  new jobs at TaxAssist’s Broadland Business Park headquarters.The company, which was founded 21 years ago, says it pitches itself  at small businesses overlooked by other firms, but with the shared new 

technologies and marketing power which its franchise model affords it.That “one-stop shop” approach has generated a network of  more than 62,000 clients, which are served by its 206 franchises and backed up by the 41-strong support centre in Norwich – but now the group is targeting further growth.Group chief  executive Karl Sandall, pictured, said: “Our aim is to be the Subway of  the accountancy profession. We want one on every corner of  every street.”TaxAssist is looking to small busi-ness to fuel that growth, both at home and abroad, but aims to continue its current growth rate of  between 10 and 20 new fran-chises a year.Sarah Robertson, group operations director, said: “More than 90% of  businesses are small businesses and they are not well looked after by traditional accountancy groups. It’s the same wher-ever we’ve looked around the world.” 

The company has added 24 franchises in Ireland since 2009, while the Australian operation now includes four company-owned branches in Queensland and New South Wales, with three franchisees trading in Sydney.  TaxAssist is targeting 40 to 50 franchises Down Under within five years, with a similar target in Canada, in the hope it will ease its entry into the US market. “The potential there is enormous,” said Mr Sandall. “With 350m people, there is room for so many fran-chisees, and no one is offering what we are.”
With an ownership model in which franchisees and the management team each own 40% , with the remain-ing 20% held by long-term partners, TaxAssist believes it can avoid being pressured to grow too fast.TaxAssist last year recorded income of  £33.65m – an increase of  £3.65m or 13% more than in 2014 – and a figure which saw it ranked 21st in a Top50 survey published by AccountancyAge, a rise of  three places on the year before.

Franchise hopes for global growthMark Shields
Business editormark.shields@archant.co.uk

Stage is set for  region’s best  employers
Page 2

 � Delegates at the Best 
Employers Eastern Region seminar in January 2016

PAGE 3

Northern vis
for waste exp
PAGE 2

Boat firms in 
buoyant mood

350 tickets for 
Newmarket 
Ladies Day 
to give away
Page 34

I’m not ready to die – battling Jane in desperate fight over cancer drug  – Page 5

 See Page 19
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Who will 
be NCFC’s 
next shirt 
sponsor?

Page 4

Why Norfolk is 
leading the way for 
driverless  
cars 

Page 14

 � Turn to Page Four

Donations amounting to hundreds of  thousands of  pounds towards a new mental health fund have left its founder “amazed and humbled”, just two months after it launched. Graham Tuttle, chief  executive of  Norfolk Community Foundation, today hailed the response of  the county’s community to the foundation’s bid to raise £500,000.
Since being launched in April the 

fund, supported by this newspaper as part of  our Mental Health Watch campaign, currently stands at £330,000.This money, along with the final £170,000 which the foundation hopes to raise, will be made available to  

Nicholas Carding
nicholas.carding@archant.co.uk

The last trip together
� CCTV footage of final time Weybread couple were seen in public� Hopes fading of finding Sylvia alivePage 5

 � CCTV images released by Suffolk police of Sylvia and Peter Stuart at Goodies Farm Shop 
in Pulham Market on the morning of Sunday, May 29. 

AMAZING!
Mental health fund appeal stands at £330,000 just two months after launch

Two great 
pull-outs 16-page 

Euro 2016 
Pink Un

The region’s 
best business 
coverage

Eastern Daily Press

The best business news from your regional business team
In association with

Business
www.EDP24.co.uk/business

Norfolk and North
Suffolk’s Commercial

Property Experts
arnoldskeys.com  

fi

PAGE 11

The firm with a 
spring in its step
PAGE 3

Wednesday  
June 8, 2016

>> Your special 16-page guide to all the sport that matters - local and international

Pink Un
The

Eastern Daily Press Wednesday, June 8, 2016

 � Daniel Sturridge enjoying a training session at the 
England camp in  Chantilly. Photo: PA

Sturridge:
It’s smiles
better for

Will Norwich
City feel a 
side-effect 
from their 
Euros stars? 
– Page 6
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DUNSTON 
HALL 

WEDDING 
SHOW 
THIS 

SUNDAY!

BEST  PRICES  IN  NORFOLK GUAR A NTEED

½
Carpets

Price½
Carpets

Price

• OPEN 7 DAYS
A WEEK

• AMPLE FREE
PARKING

• LARGEST RANGE
IN EAST ANGLIA

226-236 Sprowston Road, Norwich, Norfolk

Telephone 01603 488082

See more ranges on www.dovetail-furniture.co.uk

DOVETAIL
Norwich’s Home

Furnishing Superstore

Dovetail Twist

40oz, 80% wool, 20% nylon

twist pile carpet. Choice of colours

Was £49.95sqm Now £24.95sqm

Fully fitted with Duralay underlay

Example room 3.66m (12’) x 4.00m (13’)

Was £730 Now£365
AND REMEMBER

� We can also uplift and dispose old carpets

� Move furniture

� Home Selection Service

� We can even have doors cut!

HANDS OFFHANDS OFF 
YOUR 
MOBILE

More than 6,000 drivers in our region have been caught 

using their phones at the wheel since January last year. 

It’s a practice that can have deadly consequences. 

Today The EDP pledges to name and shame as many of 

those caught by our police forces as possible 

CAMPAIGN LAUNCH – p6-7          COMMENT – p32 www.EDP24.co.uk

New twist in Bernard 

Matthews sale saga – p5

Amazing 
collection 
of transport 
treasures 
up for sale 
– p2-3

An Eastern Daily Press and                      publication

SAVE 
THE 

DATE
Wedding 

shows to 
inspire

Norfolk 
brides 

share their 
stories

eddingWYOUR 

AUTUMN 2016 GUIDE

Tern: Celebrating 90 years of 
Norfolk Wildlife Trust – pull-out Your Wedding Guide  

24 pages of inspiration
Tern

Autumn 2016

www.norfolkwildlifetrust.org.uk

“Holme Dunes has been recognised

for many years for its botanical and

ornithological interest and it forms 

a beautiful and unspoilt part of 

the coastline.” 

(Norfolk Naturalists Trust, 1965)

“I want to keep it special, a place 

of refuge to which I retreat when 

I really need it, perhaps the most 

special place in my heart and mind. 

I know it is safe too, cared for by

people who cherish it like I do.”

Patrick Barkham on NWT Holme Dunes

Where it all began… 

Tuesday, April 5, 2016

www.edp24.co.uk
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DREAM 
DOORS

  NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS

  01603 505595

�
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More than 100 new homes 

on way for west Norfolk… 

with more to follow

Motorcyclist killed in crash 

on the A47 

New fund launched today in bid to increase support in region

REACH OUT 
FOR MENTAL 
HEALTH

Simon Barnes on the power of  East 

Anglia’s stunning big skies – See Page 14

Lucky 
escape  
for Fens 
motorist
Full story, 
Page 4 

New fund launched today in bid to increase support in region

 � Full story, Pages 6 & 7

Could you spare a few pounds to 

help someone who is suffering?

That’s the question being asked 

today as the EDP’s Mental Health 

Watch campaign is stepped up 

with the launch of  a new fund 

aimed at increasing support in 

the region. We have teamed up 

with the Norfolk Community 

Foundation to urge individuals 

and businesses to contribute to 

the mental health and wellbeing 

fund, from which community 

groups and charities can apply 

for support to run much-needed 

services and activities. 

The foundation has pledged to 

match every £2 donated with an 

extra £1 and it is hoped that up to 

£500,000 can be pumped into serv-

ices in the region. The fund will 

only be open for applications 

from groups within the voluntary 

and community sector, with the 

aim being they compliment exist-

ing NHS services.

Nicholas Carding
nicholas.carding@archant.co.uk
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