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4th March 2016
Dear Ms Uppal,
Thank you for inviting responses to IMPRESS’s application for recognition by the Press Recognition Panel.
The Professional Publishers Association (PPA) is the voice of the magazine sector and represents publishers and
providers of consumer, customer and business media in the UK. Our membership compromises over 230
companies, publishing around 2,500 consumer magazine titles, 4,500 business‐to‐business publications, data and
information providers, and smaller independents. A full list of PPA Members can be found at http://bit.ly/1hic2C9.
The PPA has seen and supports the detailed commentary made by the News Media Association (NMA), which sets
out in comprehensive detail why the application by IMPRESS falls short of the requirements of the Royal Charter for
recognition by the PRP.
It is also worth the PRP noting, both in terms of the financial sustainability of IMPRESS and in terms of IMPRESS’s
ability to regulate the magazine media industry, that the majority of the UK consumer magazine industry has
committed to IPSO as their regulator and have signed 5 year contracts with the RFC as the funding body for IPSO.
IPSO members represent over 80% of top magazine titles by cover sales revenue reporting in ABC (Audit Bureau of
Circulation), the industry body for media measurement.
We understand that of the publishers IMPRESS lists as members in its covering letter to you, only one publishes a
magazine, which claims it is distributed free to 20,000 homes in the Port Talbot Area. By contrast, publishers who
have signed up to IPSO publish magazine titles with an ABC audited Combined Total Average Circulation of over
25,000,000. We respectfully suggest that it is therefore unjustifiable to claim that IMPRESS is in any way established
on behalf of, or representing, magazine publishers in line with the requirements of the Royal Charter criteria for PRP
recognition.
Furthermore, we enclose as annex to this response a letter dated 25th February 2016 from Kevin Beatty, Chairman
of the Regulatory Funding Company to Walter Merricks CBE, Chairman of IMPRESS confirming that no licensing
arrangement is in place for use of the Editors’ Code of Practice by IMPRESS or its members[1]. We are concerned
therefore that IMPRESS has no legal entitlement to reproduce the text of the Editors’ Code of Practice and that
IMPRESS does not have independent ownership or control of that Code as required by the Royal Charter (Schedule
3. 7.).
For the reasons set out above, PPA believes IMPRESS has failed to meet the criteria set out in the Royal Charter and
does not qualify for recognition by the PRP. As such, the application by IMPRESS should be rejected.
Yours sincerely,
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