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For the attn. of Dr David Wolfe QC, Chairman, Press Recognition Panel
Cc: Ms Susie Uppal, Chief Executive, Press Recognition Panel
Dear Dr Wolfe,
You are no doubt aware that over the last few days there has been extensive coverage in the national and regional media of the
impending PRP decision on the recognition of IMPRESS, and the deeply worrying consequences for freedom of expression,
particularly if Section 40 of the Crime and Courts Act is also implemented.
We would be very grateful if you would bring the following file of articles to the attention of the PRP Board so they are aware of the
grave concern with which our industry views the decision they are about to make.
Yours sincerely,
Lynne Anderson
News Media Association
Wednesday: Daily Telegraph leader
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/2016/10/19/this-threat-to-press-freedom-should-be-abandoned/
Libel costs change would be ‘final nail’ in local press coffin, editor warns May
http://www.holdthefrontpage.co.uk/2016/news/mays-local-paper-warns-s40-would-be-final-nail-in-regional-press-coffin/
Thursday: The Times leader
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/not-impressed-srf2bdrsj?shareToken=d616672357ea10618229337101215c81
Attempts to force editors to join state-backed regulator attack the freedom of the press, The i
https://inews.co.uk/opinion/attempts-force-editors-join-state-backed-regulator-attack-freedom-press/
Friday: Mail leader; Mail feature on Wilfrid Vernor-Miles, Max Mosley and the independence of the IPRT
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3857502/The-disturbing-links-anti-Semitic-sect-S-M-orgy-sinister-bid-muzzle-press.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/article-3857836/DAILY-MAIL-COMMENT-Freedom-not-bend-blackmail.html
Mark Wallace article on Conservative Home
http://www.conservativehome.com/thetorydiary/2016/10/the-culture-secretary-should-not-give-opponents-of-the-free-press-astick-with-which-to-beat-the-media.html
Saturday: Matthew Parris in The Times
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/comment/mays-state-controls-will-destroy-the-press-37p3pk7mm   
Sunday: Peter Preston in the Observer
https://www.theguardian.com/media/2016/oct/23/philip-green-could-sue-non-impress-paper-even-if-lost-knighthood
Sunday Times leader: http://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/comment/say-no-to-state-regulation-of-the-press-pzbjjccw0
Monday: Sun leader
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/2035429/uk-newspapers-may-be-forced-to-sign-up-to-state-backed-regulator-which-could-seepublishers-paying-court-fees-of-cases-they-win/
A stark warning on press regulation, Ray Snoddy, Mediatel
http://mediatel.co.uk/newsline/2016/10/19/a-stark-warning-on-press-regulation/
Journalists face 'serious threat' which could 'ruin newspapers' says new SoE President
https://www.societyofeditors.org/soe-news/18-october-2016/journalists-face-serious-threat-which-could-ruin-newspapers-saysnew-soe-president
Press on and scrap this terrible legislation, The Herald, Scotland:
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/14812046.Press_on_and_scrap_this_terrible_legislation/?ref=twtrec
‘Libel costs change is government-sponsored blackmail’ says ex-editor
http://www.holdthefrontpage.co.uk/2016/news/libel-costs-change-is-government-sponsored-blackmail-says-ex-editor/

The key decision that could prove so costly for freedom of the Press, Bradford Telegraph & Argus
http://www.thetelegraphandargus.co.uk/news/14814995.The_key_decision_that_could_prove_so_costly_for_freedom_of_the_Press/
EDITOR'S COMMENT: Rule change would crush Press freedom, Bradford Telegraph & Argus
http://www.thetelegraphandargus.co.uk/news/14816303.EDITOR_S_COMMENT__Rule_change_would_crush_Press_freedom/?
ref=mac
Eastern Daily Press article attached
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The shake-up of press regulation in the aftermath
of the phone hacking scandal could have chilling
consequences for regional and local papers.
Political editor ANNABELLE DICKSON reports

■ Culture secretary Karen Bradley arrives in Downing Street, London, for the first
cabinet meeting of the new government in July.
Picture: PA

Warnings of the chilling effect on
newspapers’ ability to hold the
powerful to account have been issued
as the prime minister’s new top team
decide whether to proceed with a rule
which could leave publishers paying
the legal fees of disgruntled public
figures – whether they have a valid
claim or not.
Ministers are considering whether
to approve a rule change which could
force newspapers such as the Eastern
Daily Press to foot their own legal bill
and the legal bill of the person who
has brought the case in a privacy or
libel case – whether they win or lose.
In the wake of the phone hacking
scandal, politicians from all the main
political parties agreed to set up a
new regulator backed by a Royal
Charter, despite fears over political
interference and the impact it would
have on the freedom of the press. The
majority of the industry has opted to
join an independent regulator – IPSO
– which will not be approved by the
Royal Charter.
New cost sanctions were written
into the Crime and Courts Act 2013 in
a bid to encourage the newspaper
industry to sign up to a cross-party
created regulator. Publishers which
are part of the approved regulator
would be offered protection from the
liabilities.
But the rules have not yet
commenced. Senior Labour Party
figures are urging the government to
push ahead with the move, which
they say was a cross-party
agreement.
A former shadow culture minister
Chris Bryant, who was a victim of
phone hacking, said victims were
desperate for the government to
stand by the promises they made to
them in the aftermath of a report by
Lord Justice Leveson, who recommended an independent regulator
underpinned by legislation.
Former culture secretary John
Whittingdale, who was sacked by new

prime minister Theresa May in the
summer, deferred commencing the
order amid concerns about the effect
it might have on the local press, if
forced to pay both sides’ costs for
winning court cases, vindicating its
journalism.
Lynne Anderson, News Media
Association deputy chief executive,
said: “Forcing newspapers to pay the
legal costs of an unsuccessful claimant in a libel or privacy action is not
consistent with the principles of a
healthy democracy. Local newspaper
publishers in particular would be put
at risk of crippling legal costs for
vindication of their titles’ lawful and
responsible reporting.

We want to have a
free press and we want
to make sure that we
have a strong and
vibrant local press
Karen Bradley,
Culture secretary
“If the costs sanctions were
brought in, local newspapers would
become vulnerable to threats and
weak claims from claimants and
their lawyers, with an inevitable chill
on reporting and the ability to hold
power to account. This would be
damaging for journalism, the newspaper sector as an industry, and
democracy.”
Mr Whittingdale has said that
while there is a case for saying, if
there is a recognised regulator, that
its members will be given the protection afforded under the Leveson
recommendations, but added that to
impose the cost penalties would
simply result in the loss of yet more
newspapers.
New culture secretary Karen
Bradley recently spoke about the
issue when it was raised in the House

The politics of Leveson
Hugh Grant, and has been
vocal in its support of
independent press
regulation underpinned
by legislation.
The decision to set up
the charter and implement the recommendations of the Leveson
report was agreed across
political lines, and powers
to impose big fines for
those who do not sign up
to the Royal Charter have
already been brought in.
But in November last
year, the then culture
secretary John
Whittingdale announced

that he was not convinced
that the time was right
for him to trigger the
Leveson costs sanctions,
with particular reference
to the damaging implications for the local press
amid concerns about the
impact on local media.
But there is now a new
culture secretary, Karen
Bradley, who is considering whether to bring the
costs provisions into
force. She is meeting all
sectors interested in the
Leveson review, including
Hacked Off and
IMPRESS.

■ Lord Justice Leveson
with the Report from the
Inquiry into the Culture,
Practices and Ethics of the
Press.
Picture: PA
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The key decision that could be so

Labour deputy leader MP
Tom Watson has led a
crusade to ensure the
recommendations of the
Leveson inquiry are not
ignored by the
government.
He headed the Culture
and Media Select
Committee, whose probe
into phone hacking led to
the setting up of the
Leveson Inquiry.
There have also been a
number of campaign
groups set up, including
Hacked Off, which was set
up by victims of press
abuse, including actor

Eastern Daily Press

costly for freedom of the press
What the act will mean
Effectively, newspapers such
as the Eastern Daily Press
could be forced to pay legal
costs if someone brings a
libel or a privacy action in
court, whether they win or
lose.
The last-minute change to
the Crime and Courts Act
2013, which the government
has not yet decided to bring
into force, was designed to
provide an incentive to
newspaper publishers to join
a regulator which is recognised by the Press
Recognition Panel, underpinned by the Royal Charter.
Publishers could avoid
being liable for complainants’
costs if they become members
of a recognised regulator, and
make use of any arbitration
scheme provided by the
regulator.
There are two triggers set
out in the 2013 Act. The
culture secretary has to make
a commencement order to
bring the relevant sections of
the Crime and Courts Act
2013 into force and a body
has to be approved as a
regulator in accordance with
the Royal Charter. MPs or
peers who oppose any further
delay in the implementation
of the costs sanctions could
also take legislative action.
The Independent Press
Standards Organisation
(IPSO), which was set up to
maintain the freedom of the
press, is the independent
regulator for much of the
newspaper and magazine
industry in the UK. It will not
apply for recognition under
the Royal Charter.

■ Former culture secretary John
Whittingdale.
Picture: PA
power of East
Simon Barnes on the
skies – See Page 14
Anglia’s stunning big

of Commons, telling MPs she was
taking her time to listen to all sides
on the matter.
She said she wanted to hear from
victims of press abuse and make sure
she made the decision in the right
way.
But she appears to be sympathetic
to the concerns about the potential
costs that newspapers could face,
describing it as a dilemma.
“We want to have a free press, and
we want to make sure that we have a
strong and vibrant local press. I know
from my own local titles just how
important they are to people. They
read the Leek Post and Times, the
Biddulph Chronicle and The
Sentinel, and they want to have such
a strong local press.”
The Crime and Courts Act also
made newspapers and publishers
which are not recognised by the
Royal Charter liable for exemplary
damages, something which has
already been triggered.
Industry leaders claim publishers
could become vulnerable to threats
from claimants and their lawyers,
emboldened to pursue weak claims
for high fees, since such claimants
will not have to risk or bear the usual
legal costs of failure.
If the costs sanctions are brought
into force, legal challenge would
entail long and costly appeals, ultimately to the European Court of
Human Rights, without guarantee of
any change to the law.
Lord Justice Leveson said in his
report that the contribution of
regional papers to local life was truly
without parallel.
He said: “Although accuracy and
similar complaints are made against
local newspapers, the criticisms of
culture, practices and ethics of the
press that have been raised in this
inquiry do not affect them: on the
contrary, they have been much
praised. The problem surrounding
their preservation is not within the
terms of reference of the inquiry but
I am very conscious of the need to be
mindful of their position as I
consider the wider picture.”
He warned that the regulatory
model should not provide an added
burden to the regional and local
press.
■ What do you think of the plans?
Email edpletters@archant.co.uk
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Mental health fund appea
l stands at
£330,000 just two month
s after launch

in region

Donations amounting
to hundreds of
thousands of pounds
towards a new
mental health fund have
left
“amazed and humbled”, its founder
just two
months after it launched.
Graham Tuttle, chief
executive of
Norfolk Community
Foundation, today
hailed the response
of the county’s
community to the foundation’s
bid to
raise £500,000.
Since being launched
in April the

fund will
ices in the region. The
applications
only be open for
voluntary
from groups within the
with the
and community sector,
existaim being they compliment
ing NHS services.
&
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fund, supported by
this newspaper as
part of our Mental
Health Watch
campaign, currently
stands at £330,000.
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“Holme Dunes has been recognised
and
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forms
ornithological interest and it
of
a beautiful and unspoilt part
the coastline.”
(Norfolk Naturalists Trust, 1965)

“I want to keep it special, a place
of refuge to which I retreat when
I really need it, perhaps the most
mind.
special place in my heart and
by
I know it is safe too, cared for
people who cherish it like I do.”
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A new chapter begins
today at one
of Norfolk’s biggest
companies,
after a deal was struck
to sell
Bernard Matthews.
The sale of the company
to 2
Sisters Food Group,
owned by
Ranjit Boparan, the
entrepreneur
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Great Witchingham-based
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Boparan Private Office
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are pleased to announce “We
that
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the sale of Bernard
Matthews
business and 2,000 jobs
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generated a network approach has
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41-strong support
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as
centre in Norwich
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– but now the
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secured.’’ Former owner
Rutland
Partners said it was
pleased the
business had been
acquired by
Ranjit Boparan and
“all the jobs
have been preserved’’.
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Our specialist is available
to discuss any
potential entries for
the next Fine Sale
on November 22nd, 23rd
& 24th 2016
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The background to press regulation changes
The face of murdered schoolgirl
Milly Dowler became synonymous with the phone hacking
scandal which sent shockwaves
across Westminster and the
media industry.
It prompted the closure of the
News of the World, saw highprofile criminal trials take
place and former journalists
serve time in prison.
The government set up the
Leveson Inquiry in 2011 and the
previous regulator, the Press
Complaints Commission, closed
in March 2012.
After many hours of evidence
from victims of phone hacking
and media bosses, in November
2012 Lord Justice Leveson
published his report
recommending the continuation
of self-regulation of the
press, but with a new
regulatory body, underpinned
by legislation.
Campaigners, including Gerry

McCann, the father of missing
toddler Madeline McCann, and
Christopher Jeffries, the retired
teacher presumed guilty of
murder in Bristol and later
found to be innocent, launched
a petition calling for Lord
Leveson’s recommendations to
be fulfilled.
In March 2013, the government decided to set up a new
system of self-regulation
established by a Royal Charter.
Many in the newspaper
industry opposed this, claiming
it was “written by politicians,
imposed by politicians and
controlled by politicians” and in
October 2013 submitted a rival
charter which was rejected by
the Privy Council and a
cross-party Royal Charter was
approved instead.
Newspaper groups set up
their own regulator, the
Independent Press Standards
Organisation.

■ Right, Bob and Sally Dowler arrive to give
evidence to the Leveson Inquiry five years
ago concerning allegations the phone
belonging to their missing daughter Milly,
above, was hacked.
Pictures: PA

