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November 2012
Lord Justice Brian  
Leveson published his report 
on the inquiry (the Leveson 
Report). Whilst the report 
recommended that the  
press should continue to 
regulate itself, it identified 
the need for a new system  
of regulatory oversight.

April 2013
The Crime and Courts Act 
2013 established a legal 
framework for incentives to 
encourage membership of 
approved regulators.

June 2014
IMPRESS confirmed  
its plans to establish 
itself as a regulator  
of the UK press.

September 2014
The Independent Press 
Standards Organisation  
(IPSO) established itself as  
a regulator of the UK press. 

October 2013
The Press Recognition  
Panel (PRP) was created 
by Royal Charter,  
in order to provide 
independent oversight  
of press regulation. 

July 2011
Following public outcry  
over the scale of unethical 
and criminal activity by 
some sections of the 
press, the Prime Minister 
announced a public,  
judge-led inquiry.

About the Press Recognition Panel
The Press Recognition Panel (PRP) 
was created under a Royal Charter. 
The PRP does not regulate the 
press – it is not a regulator.

The PRP’s role is to assess whether 
press regulators meet the 29 
criteria set out in the Charter. This 
includes ensuring that regulators 
are independent of the publishers 
they regulate, adequately funded, 
adhere to standards of accuracy 
and fairness, and that the public 
have proper opportunities to raise 
concerns about the conduct of the 
regulator’s members.

Regulators who are assessed by the 
PRP Board as meeting the criteria 
are known as approved regulators. 
Applications are entirely voluntary.

About the Royal Charter
The Royal Charter ensures that  
the PRP remains independent.  
The PRP cannot be unduly 
influenced by anyone, including 
Parliament or the press.

The Royal Charter is difficult to 
amend. It can only be changed by  
a two thirds majority in the House 
of Commons, the House of Lords 
and the Scottish Parliament, and 
with the unanimous agreement  
of the PRP Board.
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September 2015
The PRP announced that 
regulators could apply for 
recognition that they meet 
the Charter criteria, if they 
wished to do so.

November 2014
The PRP formally  
came into existence with 
the appointment  
of the Board.

May 2015
IPSO confirmed that it would 
not apply to the PRP for 
recognition. IPSO regulates 
over 1500 print titles and  
over 1100 online titles.

November 2015
Exemplary damages 
provisions of the Crime 
and Courts Act 2013 
came into force.

January 2016
IMPRESS applied to the 
PRP for recognition, and 
its application is currently 
under review. IMPRESS has 
14 members.

October 2015
The Culture Secretary John 
Whittingdale announced 
that he was “not convinced 
the time was right for the 
introduction of these costs 
provisions” in the Crime and 
Courts Act 2013.

About the Crime and  
Courts Act 2013
The Royal Charter sits alongside 
this Act. One of the Act’s purposes 
is to encourage publishers to join 
approved regulators. The two 
sections of the Act related to press 
regulation are:

1   Exemplary damages provisions
From 3 November 2015 (the 
anniversary of the establishment  
of the PRP) publishers who are not 
a member of an approved regulator 
face the threat of exemplary 
damages in privacy and libel cases. 
Publishers who are members of 
an approved regulator will be 
protected from this.

2   Costs provisions
If the PRP recognises a regulator,  
its member publishers would  
have their legal costs (win or lose) 
paid if someone brought relevant 
court proceedings against them 
rather than raising the point in  
an arbitration. 

Those who choose not to be a 
member of an approved regulator 
would have to pay both sides’ costs 
in legal cases whether they win or 
lose. This section of the Act needs 
to be brought into force by the 
Secretary of State.


